
Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
NewYork, N Y  10023 

WABC-TV 

RETURN LfKE IT IS TO ITS ORICDIAL I RO[!R FORMAT1 

A s  P regular viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is" 1 am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servlce!oews show to '/I hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

"Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for thc past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission. which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various ~ssue'. 
and viewpoi~~ts that make up this coyntry's ethnic diversity, "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
inost needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amencan 
perspective To date it is the longest running A h c a n  American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today man) of the  gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station's decision to fim try to eliminate the 
prograin and then to slash the time forniat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. I am very a w u e  that  
Disney owns M3C. Whilc I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i s  not 
granted. I will find other ways to cxpms my displeasure via my network viewmg habirs and in: 
purchasing powrr. And will encourage others to do the same. There arc many wvys in whict 
my community a n  registel' its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thni 
"Like It If" serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New Yo& N Y  I0023 

R E T ~ W ~ I I  LlKEITISTO ITS ORIGINAL I ROI!R FORMAT! 

A s  n regular viewer and nrong supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to ‘A hour, i n  order to expartd 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting1 

-*Like It Is.” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which 
called upon the me&a to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer. 
and viewpoints that ma&r up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a uniqile and 
inost needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African Arnnican produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today many of the gains that people ufcolor have niade in media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in  media ownership and representation in the news rooms is  in 
decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WAEC-TV, coupled with your station‘s decision to first try to eliminate the 
pmgram and then to slash the time, foniiat. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is“ to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Dime): owns AEJC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted. I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in: 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways i n  whict. 
iny caminunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
”Like It I f”  servcs. -.I 



Dave Davis 
Pmident and General Miwager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
NewYork,NY 10023 

RETtIRY LIRE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 ROI!R FORMATI 

.\s a reg& viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!aews show to ‘A hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host an& producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for thc past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission. which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issue,. 
and viewpoints that make up this coqntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique 31:d 
inost needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the U S  and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today many ofthe gains that people ufcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that  like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV. coupled with your station’s decision to f i r s  try to eliminate the 
pmgram and then to slash the. time fonnat. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disncy owns ,GC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i3 not 
p n t r d .  I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and In! 
purchasing pown. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in  whict 
tny cominunity can registet‘ its displeasure pr?rtaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like It IS” serves. .. . 

gignature 

Date 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
NewYorkbiY 10023 

WTlIRii LIRE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I ROI!R FORMAT1 

.4s a regular viewer and strong supporter of''Like It Is" 1 am outraged at the decision of W A W  
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servtce!aews show to 'A hour, io order to exparld 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

"Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upoii the meha to provide geater representation of people of color and the various jssue:, 
and viewpoiiits that make up this coytry's ethnic diversity, "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
inost needed opprtunity for people to examine current &airs thFough an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest mnning African Amnican produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today man? of the gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and reprexntation in the news rooms is in  
decline. The fact that '.Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV, coupled wirh your station's decision to fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the. time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. I am very awue that 
Digney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to expass my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in:, 
purchasing po\vu. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are m a y  ways in whicti 
m y  community can register' its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
"Like It I$" serves. ..,. 

Address 



Dave Davis 
Pnsidcnt and General Manager 
WAFK-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New Uork, N Y 10023 

RETtW' LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I ROt!R FORMAT! 

.4s a reguiar viewer and nmng supporter of"Like It Is" 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV IO cut the format of this esteemed public servlce!nzws show to 'A hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

'%Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Servirtg the mandare of the Kemer Commission. which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer. 
and viewpoints that make up this coyntty's ethnic divenity. "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
most needed owrtunity for people to exmine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running AfTican American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today man!' of the gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in  media ownership and representation in the news rooms is  i n  
decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV. coupled with your station's decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and !hen to slash the time fonnat. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return "Like It IS" to its original hour format. i am very aware that 
Disney owns .GC. WMc I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i9 not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in: 
purchasing pown. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
m y  community can register its displeasure m i n i n g  to your insensitivity to the audience that 
"Like It Is" serves. i.,. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
w ABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Sqtrare 
NewYorkNY 10023 

RET‘IIRN LIRE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I ROI!R FORMATI 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service’news show to ‘/I hour. i o  order to exparid 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation c1.f people of color and the various issuer, 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed owr tuni ty  for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it i s  the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest hody of programs and documentaries on Mack Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people ofcolor have made i n  media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media o\vnership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ‘.Like It  Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to fim try to eliminaie the 
program and then to slash the time. format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you lo return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns .4E3C. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i s  not 
granted, I will find other ways to expras my displeasure via my network viewing habits and In:, 
purchasing powm. And I will encourage others to do the same. There arc: many ways in whicti 
m y  community can register its displeasure m i n i n g  to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like It IS“ serves. ., 



&e Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
NewYorkKY 10023 

WABC-TV 

REITTRY LlRE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I ROI!R FORMAT1 

.&s a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!ocws show to YI hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for thc past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission. which 
called upoil the meda  to provide greater representati0.n of people of color and the various i w e , .  
and viewpoints that make up this cogntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed omrtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it i s  the longest running African American produced television program in 
the U S  and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today man) of the gains that people ofcolor have made in niedia broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and reprewntation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the, time, fonnat. reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. 1 am very aware that 
Disncy owns .mC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i 9  not 
granted. I will find other ways to expre-qs my displeasure via my network viewing habirs and in\ 

purchasing power And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whict 
iny community can registet its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like It IS“ serves. ‘. r 

///y 
Signature - 



Dave Davis 
Pmident and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, Ei Y IO023 

FlETllRN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGlh’AL I AOI!R FORMAT1 

.4s a regular viewer and nmng supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TY IO cut the format of this esteemed public sewice!news show to ‘A hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“.Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, ha5 served the American 
public for thc past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission. which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various ~ssue!. 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity. “Like It Is” has offered a unlque and 
inost needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today man! of the gains that people ofcolor have made i n  media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ‘‘Like It Is“ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station‘s decision to firs try to eliminate the 
pmgram and then to slesh the time. fonnet. reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is“ to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns .QC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted. I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in. 
purchasing power. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There arc: many ways i n  whict 
m y  cominunity can registef its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like It IS” serves. .:.. 

I 



MI. Dave Daiis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 L i n c o h  Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I an1 outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to R half hour show in order to insect 
“Inside s h e ,  a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the prograni’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, wid1 its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its vieweis for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide geater representation of people of color in general and the Black conmiunity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WAX-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representarion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black progiams 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to retum “Like It Is” to its original how format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which rn)’ community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you retwn the show to its original hour 
kukdiately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histoiy month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

L- C L t m  w 
- y+r, pb 3(& 

€ 4 4 -  0 \ & w i q  h% 11 
cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 
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Plainfield councilman’s alleged scuffle 
with officers still under investigation 
By CHAD WUHRAUCH Hendricks has said S t 
staff Writer Michael Waldron stopped ti; ,,,,-@ (pdlce) said they &o out and survey 

son, Christopher, who was rid- 
PUlWFlELD - A city council- ing the scooter near the family’s 

man who alle es he was man- West Sixth Street home, and 
handled by pofice said Wednes- told the teen it is illegal to oper- 
da he still is awaiting the re- ate the vehicle in the street. 

ask Waldron about the traffic that takes place,” he said, motorized scooters remain un- 
Hendricks said the laws on 

into the incident. 
Councilman Albert Hen- stop, hesaid, hewas takeninto addingthereprobablywouldbe clear to him,but pointed to a 

dricks,whowashandcuffedand custodywithunnecessaryforce, a change of venue to send the pending Assembly bill, A2602, 

cltY police s t o p  ed his per-sprayed. municipafity because of the tune regulations. The bill reads ,,,, 
16-Year-old son for riling a mo- The councilman has been communi! ties Waldron and in part, “No person shall oper- Cwncilman - m a  
toflzed scooter in the street, charged with interfering and Hendricks ave, ate a motorized scooter or no-  k “mr way, he 
said officers have interviewed with obstructing and resisting Any decision on disciplinary torized skateboard upon any 
neighbors to ask what they saw arrest, which rarely carry a action against Waldmn or the public street ,  highway or consented tosuchuse.” 

“I’m waiting for the findings of Police Chief Edward Santiago sponded is dependent on the However, at the time of the Chad Weihrauch cai 
that investigation,” he said, “To confirmed olice have spoken outcome of the trial, Santiago mid-November incident, Santi- reached at (908) 707. 
mY Wderstanding, theysaidthey to potentiafwitnesses but said said. ago offered a state Division of oroyeihrau@gQnnetl 
did go out and survey the area.” ‘‘Unless it’s something really, Motor Vehicles memo stating 

reallyheinousoruiminalmna- so-called “Go-Peds” do not 
ture, but in this case here, we do meet the definition of a motor- 
have statements from people, cycle under s ta te  law, and  
and we don’t act on those state- therefore are “restricted to use 
ments ... until after what hap- pn private pro erty, provided 

”I’m waiting for the f l  dthat krrestigafion. To my 

the ma’’ 
ALBERT HENORICKS, 
P l a i W  muncilm 

so Y fS Ofaninternalinvestigation When Hendricks attempted to “We’re basically on hold until 

pepper-sprayed Nov. 16 after first handcuffed and then pep- proceedin s to a neighboring (hat he said attempts to fine- 
F 

in- 

that evening. prison sentence. other three officers who re- sidewalk.“ 0 

no trial date has been set. 

~ pens in court,” he said. the  owner o P t h e  property 



Mr. Dave D a i s  
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lllicoh Square 
New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and Strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABT-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insect 
“Inside she ,  a quasi sports, entertainment and sometime.s situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its vieweis for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that qliape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information withim an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The histoiic Kerner Commission called upoii the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country‘s ethnic diversity, “Like I t  Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed oppoltunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the US .  (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
docunientaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, “any of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media diuing the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled With your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approachjng, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programing to honor this month it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
Immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

- 
Print andsign , ~ \ m. 

/ 

Address p.0. bo\ q \ b L  ~ 

h d a r l  c 2% Q 7 / 0  
cc,: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln0 Square 

New York,New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ffs ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside s h e ,  a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offe.ring, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black puhlic &ails prograni. 1 find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to ow intelligenc.e, and humiliating to the pmgrani’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity aud continuity to provide thorongh information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Conmission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black conununity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic Africm-herican perspective. TO date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the AX Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media d i m  the past three 
decades are being systematicafiy reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representaIion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black progams 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
tzy to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to r e m  “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aw’are that 
Disney, an enteaahment conglomerate, owns ABC and its uews and public affairs department. While I 
will always suppoa “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black Histmy Month is fast approaching, and as  “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor &IS month it is even more urgent that you rettun the show to its original how 
unmediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histoiy month, 1 will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: AnnM. Sweeney, Cochai r  Disney h4edia Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Licolnn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public sewicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the, space. 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the pmgram’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its inultiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our fives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country‘s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. {which previously had given both WABC-TV and the A.BC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is 111 decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs depamnent. While I 
will always support “Like It Is’‘ and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. i will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as “Wte It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you rehuii the show to its original hour 
in&ediately. If this show is not retuined to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

Address 3uJ-  s- 3h /4wL 
l%?Alie.ntP Ppl. k ,  &!! 6y7’Qf 

cc Anne M Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks, David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 



W e  Davis 
President and Genera\ Manager 

7 Lincoin Square 
New York N Y 

WABC-TV 
I OO23 

RETI!RN LIRE ITIS  TO ITS ORIGINAL I RO[!R FORMATI 

.4s a reg& viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is" 1 am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!oews show to '/I hour. io order to exparzd 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

"Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic. and 
cultural issuer that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the VBTIOUS iswe!: 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry's  ethnic diversity. "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
most needed opprtunity for people to examine current sflairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running A h c a n  Arnnican produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today man! of the gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadc.asting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in  media owvership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV. coupled with your station's decision to fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the t ime format, reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. I am very a w u e  that 
Disne); owns .QC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I wil l  find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in! 
purchasing pown. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are mmy ways in which 
m y  community can registet its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
"Like It IS" serves. ... 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
WABC-TV 

N c w Y o r k N Y  10023 

RETllRN LIRE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I ROI!R FORMAT! 

AS a reg& viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to ‘ /I  hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

’*Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic. and 
cultural issuer that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission. which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the var~ous issuer, 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current &airs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today man! of the gains that people ufcolor have made i n  media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media owvnership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
pmgram and then to slash the rime, format. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is“ to its original hour format. I am very awue that 
Disney owns .4l3C. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i3 not 
granted. I %-ill find other ways to expras my displeasure via my network viewmg habirs and in;. 
purchasing power. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whicti 
m y  community w registet its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It IS” serves. <., 

- 3r O L -  - 
Date 



Dave Davis 
President and Genenl Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New York, N Y  10023 

WABC-TV 

RETIIRN L f R E  171s TO ITS ORIGlNAL 1 ROI!R FORMAT1 

.4s a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” 1 nm outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to % hour. in order lo expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

’.Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for ths past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Sewing the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which 
called upoil the medm to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer. 
and vie\vpoiiits that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
inost needed owr tun i ty  for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it i s  the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Mack Americans. 

Today man! of the gains that people ofcolor have made in niedia broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV. coupled with your station’s decision to fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the. time, format, reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. I call upon you to return “Like It Is“ to its original hour format. I am very awwe that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
ganted, I will find other ways to exxpra$s my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in? 

purchasing pow-. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whict: 
m y  community can register its displeasure F i n i n g  to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It IS“ serves. : ,. 



Dsve Davis 
President ~d General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New Uork, N Y I0023 

W a c - T V  

RETlWi LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I ROI!R FORMAT! 

AS n regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV ro cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to ‘A hour. io order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“‘Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years wlth timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemrr Commission. tvhkh  
called upon the media to provide geater representation of people of color and the various issuer. 
and viewpoints that make up this co@y’s ethnic diversity. “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed o w n u n i t y  for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it i s  the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest hody of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today man! of the gains that people ufcolor have made i n  media broadc,asting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in  media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ‘.Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV. coupled with your station‘s decision to fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time, fonnat. reflects this dnngerous m d  disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns Al3C. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in:. 
purchasing power. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure perraining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like It IS“ serves. ..I 



Dave Davis 
President and Genenl Manager 
w mc-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
NewYor&iY 10023 

RETIIRN L f R E  IT IS TO TTS ORIGINAL I ROI!R FORMAT1 

.\s a regular viewer and nrong supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

’*Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for thc past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandare of the Kernrr Commission. which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation c1.f people of color and the various issuer. 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity. “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it i s  the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people ufcolor have niade i n  media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ‘.Like It Is“ is one of the only regularly, scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV. coupled with your station’s decision to fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the t ime format. reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Agein. 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Dime); owns ,GC. While I will always support this program, if thi3 reasonable request is not 
granted, I Kill find other ways to expras my displeasure via my network viewing habiis and In:. 
purchasing powa. And i will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whicti 
m y  caminunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thot 
“Like It Is” serves. e.,. 

hour, in order to exparid 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
NcwYofk,NY 10023 

RETtIRN LIRE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I ROt!R FORMAT1 

.\s il regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to ‘A hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission. which 
called upon the meda  to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer, 
and viewpoints that make up this cob~~~try’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current &airs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African Amkcan  produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today man?. of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to fim try to eliminate the 
pmgram and then to slash the time format. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to irs original hour format. 1 am very aware that 
Disney owns .GC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted. I will find other ways to cxpras my displeasure via my network viewing habits and In? 
purchasing powa. And 1 will encowage others to do the same. There are many ways in whicb 
m y  community cm registet its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like It Is” serves. z., 



Dave Davis 
President and Genernl Manager 

7 Lincdn Square 
WABC-TV 

NcwYork.NY 10023 

i 

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I ROI!R FORMAT1 

.4s a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV IO cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to ‘A hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

‘*Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kcmer Commission, cvhich 
called upon the meda  to provide greater representation of people ofcolor and the various issuer. 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic divmity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running Afncan American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time. format. reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you lo return “Like It IS” to its original hour format. I am very awue that  
Dime): owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to expres my displeasure via my network viewing habits and In: 
purchasing pown. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whict; 
m y  cominunity w register its displeasure p i n i n g  to your insensitivity to the audience thni 
“Like It IS” serves. ‘, 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
WABC-TV 

New ‘fork, N Y IO023 

RETlTRN LfRE I T I S T O  ITS ORIGINAL I AOI!R FORMAT! 

.4s a regular viewer and strong supporter of”Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public sewice!news show to ‘/I hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

’.Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, ha3 served the American 
public for thc past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission. tvhich 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer. 
and viewpoints that make up this coqntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amencao 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today man? of the  gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV. coupled with your station’s decision to firs try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time. fomiat. reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. I cell upon you lo return “Like It IS“ to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns .4BC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted. I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habirs and In! 
purchasing powa. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are mmy ways in whicti 
m y  community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It IS“ serves. . .  >,, 

S:gnaiure I 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
w ABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
NcwYorkNY 10023 

RETllRN LfKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I ROt!R FORMAT1 

.4s a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public sewice!oews show to ‘A hour. io order to expand 
the time allotted for spot% and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has sewed the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mendare of the Kemer Cemmission. which 
called upon the medra to provide geater representation of people of color and the various issue!. 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic divenity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opqortunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African Arnerican produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today man?’ of the gains that people uf‘color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV. coupled with your station‘s decision to first try to eliminate the 
pmgram and then to slash the t h e ,  forniat. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is” to irs original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns .@C. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i y  not 
epnicd, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in! 
purchasing powa. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whicti 
m y  community GVI register its displeasure m i n i n g  to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like It If“ serves. .... 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
W ABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Sqiiare 
NewYorkNY 10023 

RETIWN LfKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGMAL I ROI!R FORMATI 

.4s a regular viewer and strong supporter of"Like It Is" 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to 'A hour. in order to exparid 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

"Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for thr. past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issue,, 
and viewpoiiits that make up this coytry's ethnic diversity, "Like It IS" has offered a unique and 
inost needed owr tuni ty  for people to examine cunent affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today man! of the gains that people ufcolor have niade in niedia broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV. coupled with your station's decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time, fomiat. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. I call upon you lo return "Like It Is'' to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disne): owns .48C. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
grantcd, I will find other ways to exprass my displeasure via my network viewing habits and In'. 
purchasing powcr. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are mmy ways in whicb 
my community m register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
"Like It IS" serves. :., 

Signature I 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
w ABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New ‘fork N Y IO023 

RETtIRN LfRE ITIS  TO ITS ORIGJNAL 1 ROI!R FORMATI 

.4s n regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servke!aews show to ‘/a hour. in order to exparld 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

’*Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issuer that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kernrr Commission. which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer. 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
inost needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running Afncan American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today man) of the gains that people ofcolor have made i n  media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms i s  in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
prduced ai WABC-TV. coupled with your station’s decision to fint try to eliminate the 
program and then to dash the t ime  format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns AE3C. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
gamed, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in: 
purchasing powa.  And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whicti 
iny community w registet its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like It 15“ serves. .:, 



Dave Davis 
President and General Managu 
wmc-Tv 

New Yo& NY IO023 

BOYCOTT ALL WABC AND DISNEY PROGRAMMING AND PRODUCTS, EXCEPT FOR 
-LIKE IT IS” 

7LinwhSquare ,’ 

As an avid viewer and strong supporter of “Like tt Is”, I am outraged by your continuous 
pre-emptions, interruptions and scaling back of the show’s hour f o m  in spite of the tremendous 
outpouring of written requests and protests by the community for WABC-TV and its parent company, 
Disney, to commit to a one hour time slot for “Like It Is” without int-phon. WABC-TV and Disney’s 
treatment of the show can only be viewed as a deliberate plot to sabotage one of the most progressive and 
socially significant p r o m s  on the air. 

Furthermore, t am aware of the hundreds of positive letters in support of the show on fde at the station. 
Even more importantly, I am aware that the letters of support for “Like It Is” with Gil Noble Eu out weigh 
the amount of viewer mail received for any other show produced at WABC-TV in New York, including 
yow news programs. From the letters that you have on file, dating back to 2002, Gil Noble, bar none, is 
the station’s most respected and popular journalist and on air personality. At least 95% of the viewer mail 
on file is for “Like It Is” which is a strong testament to the joumaliihc integrity of the show’s host and the 
relevance of its programming. No other program produced by your station in New York generates IllOth 
of the community enthusiasm that “Like It Is” does. Moreover, as producer of the show, Gil Noble has an 
illustrious 37 year track record, receiving numerous industty awards, including 7 anmys, over 650 
community awards. Needless to say, if this were any other show, you would be heralding fie success of 
its hosdproducer and laudmg the show as one of ABC’s flagship programs. Instead, you do everythug to 
undermine the significance of the show. 

Your mistreatment of “Like It Is” coupled with the WABC and Disney’s dearth of programming 
diversity, especially when it comes to educational pro.ogramming for people of color, underscores the 
racism and disdain that this petwork has for its diverse viewership, especially the Afiican American 
community. Therefore since this station does not support the type of news and public affairs programs 
that matter to me, I am not supporting the news proograms that matter to yon all. Except for “Like It Is”, I 
AM BOYCOTTING ALL WABC-TV AND DISNEY PROGRAMMING AND PRODUCTS! 
Hence I am glad to participate in this boycot!, especially since 1 find your other news programs to be 
extremely biased in its repotting on issues pertaining to ethnic communities. 

I remind you that we the people own these airwaves and that as a broadcaster you are mandated by the 
FCC to be responsive to the communities that you service in exchange for f?ee use. of the public airwaves. 
You have violated your mandate of public Senrice to the Afiican American community, as well as to other 
communities of color. 

Address: 
I 
I 

J ~ o  &C;ln c . o 0 ~  A J Y  1i3-7‘5 
cc Michael J. Hopps - Codmissioner of FCC 

Kevin J. Martin- Chairman of FCC 
Anne M Sweeney - Co-Chair Disney Media Networks 
Melvin L. Watt - Chair of Congressional Black Caucus 


